THE ARMISTICE 

NOVEMBER IITH 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE OF GENERALS FOCH AND 

HINDENEURG 

NARRATIVES OF EYE-WITNESSES 

WOODROW WILSON 

The surrender of Germariy wft5 not Rn complete and ilnconditiotial 
as had been that of her three partners in crime. As usual, the weaker 
crimmals had suffered most. Germany had not laid down her arms 
until by her preliminary negotiations she had received from the Ally 
Govei-nments the aesurance that they wotild b-^se their ppare. de.mands 
Upon President Wilson's ''Fourteen Points/' Of course general prin- 
ciples, such as the "Fourteen Points" may be twisted by diplomats into 
meaning almost anything they wish, as fpr example in Germany's own 
peace with Ru&cia whci-a eho had twietcd "no antie^atione" into mean- 
ing that she was to be tlie autocrat over all Russia's richest provinces. 
So the German rulers had hoped to argue the "I^'ourtcen Points" into 
a very comfortable peace for tliemselves. In this, however, they had 
been otetnly checked hy th© Allies. The lattor, undnr WilfiofVei Ipad, 
had insisted that the Allies, and not Germany, should decide upon the 
meaning and apphcation of the "Fourteen Points." The Ally decision 
was to be guided by these because of their righteousness and not to 
lighten Ccrtiiany's retribution. Her part must be simply to accept their 
decision and obey it. 

To prevent all pcssibility of Germany's pretending to obey and 
afterward refusuig, the Allies insisted on such an anni,'jtJcc as should 
uot only acknowledge their comi>!cte miUttiry victory but phoukl also 
leave Germany completely disarmed and unable to renQ.\v the contest. 
Hence the armistice must be a wholly one-sided affair. The German 
cotiimissioners must come to Foch to ask for it; and they had then 
to accept his terms, which woidd be Guch as to deprive Gerrticiny utterly 
of all military or naval strength. These points were clearly stated 
to the German Government. 

On November 6th the German Government declared that it would 

seek such an aruihsLicc. On Nuvcinhcr 7th von Hindcnburg got into 

telegraphic touch with Marshal Foch, and in the correspondence here 
given arranged the necessary visit of submission. The German com- 
missioners, a militsiry chief, a naval one, and three civilians, headed 
by the noted Cattiallc parliamentary leadci, MdLhias Eiibcigci, icudicd 
Foch's headquarters on Novembef 8th. Declaring themselves amazed 
by the severity of the terms of the armistice, they held off for over 
two days. But Marsl^al Foch refused to argue with them, and the Ally 

415 



4i6 



THE ARMISTICE 



troops continued their Huccessful drive. Of l!ie tumult that ensued 
in Germany we have alreiidy told. So that, fearful of still worse 
disaster, the German commissioners signed the terms at last, at five in 
the morning of November nth. 

The terms were arranged to go into effect six hours after the 
signing; so that the lighting ceased at n a. m. On that eleventh hour 
of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918 a new, and let us 
trust a better, age was born among men. 

C. F. H. 

BY MARSHAL HINDENBURG 

Telegraphic wireless dispatcli received by Marshal Fodi at 12,30 a. m. 
on November 7th 

G]iRMAN General Headquarters to the Allies' General 
Headquarters; the German Commander-in Chief to 
Marshal Foch: 

The German Government, having been informed through 

the President of the United States that Marshal Foch had re- 
ceived powers to receive accredited representatives of the 
German Government and communicate to them conditions 
of an armistice, the follovv'ing plenipotentiaries have been 
named by it: 

Mathias Erzberger, General H. K, A. von Winterfeld, 
Count Alfred von Oberndorfif, General von Grunncl, and 
Naval Captain von Salow. 

The plenipotentiaries request that they be infomied by 
wireless of the place -vvhcrc they can meet Marshal Foch. 
They will proceed by automobile, with subordinates of the 
staff, to the place thus appointed. 

BY MARSHAL FOCH 
Telegraphic wireless response sent out at 1.30 a. m. 

To THE German Commander-in-Chief: 

If the German plenipotentiaries desire to meet Marshal 
Foch and ask him for an armistice, they will present them- 
selves to the French outposts by the Chimay-Fourmies-La 
Capelle-Guise road. Orders have been given to receive them 
and conduct them to the spot fixed for the meeting. 



THE ARMISTICE 



417 



BY MARSHAL HiNDBNBUXtG 
Telegraphic response received at i p. m. 
The German plenipotentiaries for ^'^ f'^'^'flX^l'fll 

headed by Secretary of State Erzberger. 

SuPDlcmcntary telegraphic notice received at ..SO p. m. 

Headquar ers: Ihc Sup meO ^^^ to the Freneh outposts 

has been destroyed. 

Supplementary notice received at 6 p. m. 

at Haudroy, two kilometers northeast of La Gapeiie. 

BY EYE-WITNESSES 

-----s„°r^rc-;^at-cr^'" 

to meet the f" J^-Uane. Jjf ^^^ Lr, the idea of 
my command; =>"" .^/ "^ ''^'^.^nd, officer should accom- 
those with hun bemg l.^l ^ J^"^™' . ^ij^ „{ the line. 

Tould receive them at my post of command. 

W„ VOL. Vl.-n. 
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This gentleman ,s an oIKcer;' h^ ,aid to the mm with 
hjm, and as an oihcer r can accept and tm.t h" wc^!: 
Five o clock wa!^ the time fixc^H fn.- the arnval of tiriTl 
gate., but at that hour no one arnvcd, the ^^^ ^ 

kiown, actualb^nabng their appearance considerably kter ^ 
the evening, when they at once proceeded on th.ir way 

Arrwal of the German Delegates as Seen by a British Cor- 
respondent 
The roads were a mass of mud. motornrars of all sorts 
were ranged by the .ide of the main street, and the Gerntn 
plenipotentiaries were temporarily h.ltod because of a break- 
down to a motor lorry in the road in front of them There 
were seven cars in all. two of them belonging to French 
Headquarters and five being Ceo..„, Th. ^o.^.^cS 
must have halted for nearly half an hour, ami c.ltain mm' 
bers of the jumor .taff attaclied to them got down while 
h. details of a fr.sli ronle to h. follov..d\vcr. dbJ. ^d 
by them with the French officers by whom they were bein^ 
escorted. ** 

The senior members reiTinhiPd in the caro, tnvbibk hi 
darkness. I hose we saw were of the typical officer dass, 
clean-shaven and almost ag:gressively self -contained. For 
the most part they were silent. bt,l occa<>iona]ly they talk-^ 
"I low tones. ^ ^ 

On the pavement by the hoLtses there was a continual 
im>vement of b rench soldier.. Wo guard wa. round the car5. 
tor any sort of guard was entirely unnecessary. There was 
not- a smgh mdivichial among the two or three hundred men 
present who even moved forward to c^td. a glimpse of the 
mission. There was no question as to any one doubting 
their Identity for the cars bore on their panels the crest 
of the Blaek Eagrle. 

The demeanor of the French soldier was typical of the 

ii%^h standard of courtesy set by Marshal Foch. Both army 

and nation realised th;jt .vhh Mar.lmt Foch in comm.n«d the 

erms of the arnd.tfce were in absolutely safe hands, as he 

had abundantly shown tliat he had taken to the full such 

measures as th& .sitnation required. He itisbtcd, howCTcr, 
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Lhit every detail of the transaction .hotitd he conducted in 
'tolX mlv.^^^^ .t.d there was not present at the historic 
S^i^llngk representative of the Fre.ch or alhed press. 

Statemmt ty One of the German Delegates 
When on November S^li we left Spa m motor-cars and 

™ itTopears likdj, wa» lnU-.nlio«»Uy prnlmipd .., order to 

to .?' V r the devastate! province and prepare us by 

tZ Te Iw for what was shortly to l.e put before us m 

c wavo luared u„d revenge m the e.t„.n,dy severe am - 

ce eonditio... New and again a Frenchman PJ^n^^ =^ 

Mly to heaps of r„i.t., or mentioned a "^'»«' ^tood 

Ou/ntin" Tn tlic evening, wh.«ver .t w»s, a tra" !,tood 

readv or us The windows of the carriages were cmtan ed, 

",d Xtwe Lice ne^t morning the train stood n, the 

"'"w^'l^nl that the negotiations took place in U>e 
fore^of Compiegne, but a week ago we knew »o«^;^e- ^ " 
t,ins it was a mcasuie uf prcmutio", eve^ for our saKes, 
"Zly. w^re taken through no town Perhaps acts of v.o- 
enee were feared on the part of the population for the 
iTed fx"us among Chen, i, Wndl<..=. Tt,e wood was evi- 
dent V 1 red l>y trotps to all comers. There were no houses 
w n, tent" On the railway line stood two trams, one 
o^up d by MaS'al tW. .„d bis peo,lo, i1,e other by ours. 
Here for three days we hved, worked, mid dehberated. 
This sILs to be the modern form of ™ch negotiations. 
The caX and for,rc.=« of olden time, have gone, even 
Lr s'»rpurposes. The train with its sleeping, drawmg- 
.Ifdi nin^ cars was very comfortable, and we were 

nrree of the train had us supplied, and the conduct of tl« 

^r^erou guards who stood around was l>eyond reproach 

BiTall the liosiiliiy «d th<= fulb«== ->< h,te for our 

count" t^ =^«-- •«•- '" ^ '^'•^"*?" '" ^'^T "' wh^ 
expS°" in *e form of the negotiations, as well as m the 
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terrible nature of the conditions. Those of tis who were 
sokliers wore uniforms and the Iron Cross. The introduc- 
tion of the half-dozen French offif'erq who condi^ctcd the 
negotiations with us ''in plenwn" and the greetings were of 
the coldest. 

l^^och, who showed himself oiily twice — at the opening 
and at the end — gave iis no word of the particular politeness 
that in earlier times <Iistingnished the most chivalrous nation 
in the world, and his (iHirer'; jii^it ns littK Ho received 113 
with the words, "Qu'est ceque vous dhircs, messieursr' and 
invited us into his l)iisJoess car, furnished with tables and 
maps. As each was to speak his own language and every- 
thing was translated, the reading of the conditions alone oc- 
cupied nearly two hours. It was moreover a discovery when 
Fcjcli answered that there were to he no negotiatiornij atid 
only dictated matter. AUogelher, with all his coldness, he 
was hy no means so tactless and brusque as was General 
d'Esperey at Belgrade 

Then we retired to our train, which stood on the other 
line. As we had been sent by the old (lovemment, and had 
certainly not been authorized in *?ign fvcrything without con- 
ditions, we proceeded, at the instance of Erzberger, to divide 
the various points under three heads, military, naval, and 
diplomatic, and dlsenssed fhern ^f^p;ir:itely with the members 
of the enemy commissions, which consisted only of officers. 
Military Germany thus, with two civilians, stood face to 

f;ic(^ with now rnniplf^frly tnilTtMriv^^d Franco, Th<2 eiio^m}' 

maintained, in the persons of all his representatives, the same 
objective; their coldness was mitigated by no single word 
fhat bordered upon the hum^m, as had marked otir reception 
by the Marshal The English Admiral ad(:pte<! the tone of 
the French, and only from Foch's Chief of llie General Staff, 

who horp flu^ At^jitian name of Weygiatid, did wt* jxjrhaps 

icceive any greater politeness. 

Dming onr two days' proceedings there was really no 
ti('jrr>fiation^ and we could only try to obtain concessions 
on various conditions. For when the enemy detnanded de- 
li vei^ of 160 U-boats we could only point out the technical 
impossibility, as we had not 160 to give. This dem^r^d 
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had tn he changed into the fornntla, "a^l U-hoats." The chief 
point was that of food, and of this we were in a certain meas- 
trre al)le to obtain assurance. , ^ ^ ^ ■, «„ 

In the meantime, in this lonely wood, with its two railway 
trains, we were cut off from all intercourse with the out- 
side world. Foch himself went off twice to Pans, and 
couriers were ahk in two hours to arrive with the papers. 
Thus it was possible for the enemy on Sunday, early, to 
hand .i«. thp. Puris newspapers with the ahdication of the 
KBiser. We read no laughter, no triumpli, m then- laces. 
Immediately before the close of the second and last plenaiy 
sitthig we. placed before the enemy in the German language 
our protest against the treaty, hut in tlie end we had to sign. 

THE AUMISTICE 

I.^Military Clauses on Western Front 
On<— Cessation of operations Ijy land and in the air six 
Eiours after the signature of the armistice. _ 

Two— Immediate evacuation of invaded countries: Bel- 
r.ium Franee. Alsace-Lorraine, Luxemburg, so ordered as 
to be completed within fourteen days from the signature of 
the armistice. German troops which have not left the above- 
mentionr^d territories within the period fixed will become pris- 
oners of war. Occupation by the allied and United Stales 
f (u-ces jointly will keep pace with evacuation in these areas. 
AH itiovemeniq of evacuation and occui>ation will be regu- 
lated in accordance with a note annexed to the staled terms 
■Xhree— Reparation beginning at once to lie completed 
withiu fifteen days of all the inhabitants of the countries 
above enumerated (including hostages, persons under trial 

or convicted) . , , r- 

Four^Sirr render in good condition by the German arm- 
ies of the following war material: Five thousand guns 
(o =ioo heavy, and 2,500 field), 25,000 machine guns, 3,000 
„.hicnwerfer, T.700 airplanes (fighters, bombers-hrstly. all 
of the D 7's and all the night bombing machines) . The above 
to be delivered in situ to the allied and United States troops 
in accordance with the detailed conditions laid down in tlie 
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note (annexure No. i) drawn up at the moment of the sign- 
ing of the armistice. 

Five— Evacuation by the. Cf-rman armies of the coun- 
tries on the left bank of the Rhine. The countries on the 
left bank of the Rhine shall be administered by the local 
troops of occupation. The nccnpation of these territories 
will be carried out by allied and United States garrisons 
holding the principal crossings of the Rhine (Mayence, 
Coblenz, Cologne), together with the bridgeheads at these 
points of a thirty-kilometer radius on the right bank and 
by garrisons similarly holding the strategic points of the re- 
gions. A neutral znnp sliall be reserved on the right bank 
of the Rhine between the stream and a line drawn parallel 
to the bridgeheads and to the stream and at a distance of ten 
kilometers, from the frontier of Holland up to the frontier 
of Switzerland. The evacuation by the enemy of the Rhine- 
lands (left and right bank) shall he so ordered as to be com- 
pleted within a further period of sixteen days, in all, thirtj- 
one days after the signing of the armistice. All the move- 
ments of evacuation or occupation are regulated by the note 
(annexure Nn t) drawn np at the moment of the signing 
of the armistice. 

Six — In all territories evacuated by the enemy there shall 
be no evacuation of Inhabitants; no damage or harm shall be 

done to the persons or property of the inhabitants. No per- 
son shall be prosecuted for offenses of participation in war 
measures prior in the signing of the armistice. No destruc- 
tion of any kind shall be committed. Military establishments 
of all kinds shall be delivered intact, as well as military stores 

nf food, munitione, and equipment, not removed during the 
time fixed for evacuation. Stores of food of all kinds for 
the civil population, cattle, etc., shall be left in situ. In- 
dustrial establishments shall not be impaired in any way 
and their personnel shall not be removed. 

Seven — Roads and means of communication of every 
kind, railroads, waterways, main roadr,, bridges, telegraphs, 
telephones, shall be in no manner impaired. All civil and 
military personnel at present employed on them shall remain. 
Five thousand locomotives and 150,000 wagons in good 



working order, with all necessary spar^ parts and fittings. 
shall be delivered to the associated powers within the period 
fixed in annexure No. 2, and total of which shall not exceed 
thirty-unc days. There shall likewise be delivered 5,000 mo- 
tor lorries (camion automobiles) in good order, within the 
period of thirty-six days. The railways of Alsace-Lorrame 
shall be handed over within the period of thirty-one days, 
together with pre-war personnel and material. Inirther, the 
material necessary for the working of railways in the coun- 
tries on Ihc k^ft l7ank of the Rhine shall l^e left m situ. All 
stores of coal and material for the upkeep of permanent ways, 
sls^nals, and repair shops shall be left in situ. These stores 
shall be maintahied by Germany in so far as ronrerns the 

working of the railroads in the countries on the left bank 
of the Rhine. All barges taken from the Allies shall be re- 
stored to them. The note, annexure No. 2, regulates the 
details of these measures. 

jTichth— The German command shall be responsible tor 
revealhig within the period of forty-eight hours after the 
signinp- of the armistice all mines or delayed action fuses 
on territory evacuated by the German troops and sball assist 
in their discovery and destruction. It also shall reveal all 
destructive measures that may have been taken (such as 
poisoning or polluting of springs and wells, etc.) . All under 
penalty of repiisals. • 1 , ^1 

Nine— The right of requisition shall 1>e exercised by the 
allied and United States armies in all occupied territories, 
subject to regulation of accounts with those wbom it may 
concern The upkeep of the troops of occupation m the 
Rhineland (excluding Alsace-Lorraine) shall be charged to 
the German Government. 

Xen— The immediate repatriation without reciprocity, 
according to detailed conditions which shall be fixed, of all 
allied and United States prisoners of war, inrluding per- 
sons under trial or convicted. The allied powers and the 
United States shall be able to dispose of them as they wish. 
This condition annuls the previous conventions on the snb- 
iect of the exchange of prisoners of war, including the one 
of July 1918, in course of ratification. However, the re- 
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patriation of Germaii prisoners of war interned in Holland 
and in Switzerland RhnW condnite as before TIk^ repatria 
tjon of German prL.on.r. of war diall be rc^uUiicd at the 
conclusion of tlit' preliminaries of p<Kicc. 

Eleven— Sick and wounded Avho cannot be removed from 
evactia ed tenitory wJII bo cared for by Gcrni.u personnel 

Srel " ''" '^"' '''''' ^^^' "^^^^^^ material re- 

Il.^Dispo^tion Rdativc to ilw Eastern Frontiers of 
Gcrmony 

^vhi^rt)^^^] ^"^"7'" ^'^'I'" ^"* ^^'"^'"^^ ''^ ^''^- territories 
k^ VTi ■?i.^''"''^^- ^ '' Anstria-Hnn^ary, Rumania. Tur. 
key, shall withdraw immediately ^vHhin the frontiers of Ger- 
many as they existe^J n. Augu.t Flr.t, Nineteen Foimecn. 
AH Ccinian troops at present in the territories wludi before 

he 'Z"J^^''^fn'' ^^''''" ''^^" '"™^^^ ^^''^^^-'^^'^^ ^vilhin 
aL= '•'' • ^ f^^^r— y, defined a. «1^vc. a. .uon as the 
A Jics, takmgtnto account the internal situation of these ter- 
ntories, shall decide that the time for this has come 

and a 1 Geunan mstructors, prisoners, and civilians a. well 
as mihtary agents now on the territory of Ru.sia (as de- 
fined before Tgrt) to be recalled. 

tio IS and seizures and any other undertaking with a view to 

R wTLTf "^, "'"f ^' '^^ ^^■'-"-"^ ^' Rumania Ld 
Kussia (as defined on August r, 1914) 

Bre.^t'n>!!J:^^'Tf ;*'''' ''^ '^'' ''''^ ^^ ^"^hurest and 
Brest-Litovslc .inrT of the ^uppl^mcnt.^r^ Ueatfes 

Sixteen-lhe Allies shall have free access to the terri- 

^::r Zitn'^ '" 'TT ^" ''''' -tern wC:. 
e Lhcr thioTif^h n:in^,f., or by the ViMuia, in order to convev 

supplies to the populations of those territories and for Ihe 
purpose of maintaining order. 

IIL^Clmtse Concerning East Africa 
Scvemeen--Ev.cuat[on by all German forces operating 
HI Kast A f nca w.thin a period to be fixed by the Allies. 
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IV.^—Gencral Chttses 

Eighteen — Repatriation, without reciprocity, within a 
maximum period of one month in aceordance with detailed 
conditions hereafter to be fixed of all interned civilians, in- 
cliitlirig hostages under trial or convictcil, belonging to the 

Allied or associated powers other than those enumerated in 
Article Three, 

Nineteen— The fullowiji^ fiutnid^il i^uiidilmjiis mc re- 
quired : Reparation for damage done. While such armis- 
tke lasts no public securities shall be removed by the enemy 
vvhidi utin sei ve fcts a. pkdj^e to the Allien loi the itcovcij or 
reparation for war losses. Immediate restitution of tlie cash 
deposit in the national bank of Belgium, and in general im- 
mediate return of all doi:iinients, ii]JLt;ie, sLuektij iliaics, papci 
money, together with plant for the issue thereof, touching 
public or private interests in the invaded countries. Re-sli- 
tutioTi of the Russian and Ruiiiaiiian ^uld yielded Lo Geiuiauy 
or taken by that po^ver. This gold to be delivered in trust to 
tlie Allies until the signature of peace. 

V. — Naval Conditions 

Twenty^ — Immediate cessation of all hostilities at sea 
and definite information to be given as to the location and 
movements of all German ships. Notification to be given 
to neutrals that freedom of navigation in all territorial wa- 
ters is given to the naval atid mercantile marines ol the 
allied and associated powers^ all questions of neutrality being 
waived. 

Twenty-one— All naval and mercantile marine prison- 
ers of the allied and associated powers in German hands 
to be returned without reciprocity. 

Twenty-twt^-Stirrender to the Allies and United States 
of all submarines (including submarine cruisers and all mine- 
laying stibmarines) now existing:, with their complete arma- 
ment and equipment, in ports which shall lie specified by the 
Allies and United States. Those which cannot take the sea 
shidl be disarmefl of the personnel and material and shall 
remain under the supervision of the Allies and the United 
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States. Tlie filibniaritieK whtcK arc ready for the sea stmll 

be prepared to leave the German ports as soon as orders 
shall be rertnved by wireless for their voyage to the port 
design^fjd for th/;ir delivyrj-, and the rcmamd<:r at tlic 
earliest possible moment. The conditions of this article shall 
l>e carried Into effect within the period of fourteen days after 

the sigiHiig of the cirmiEticc. 

Twenty-three — German surface warships which shall te 
designated by the Allies ;nid the United States shall be im- 
mediately disarmed and thereafter inttrncd In ncutinl poi La 
or in defatilt of them in allied ports to Ije designated by 
the Allies and the United States. They will there remain 

binder tlie eupcr vision of the Alhrrj and of the Uiiltcvl Stiites, 

only caretakers being left on board. The following war- 
ships are designated by the Allies ; Six battle cruisers, ten 

battkr-hipo, eight light tmiiacr^ (indudhi^ tivu mine Idytrs), 

li f ty destroyers of the most modern types. All other surface 
warships (including river craft) are to be concentrated in 
Gernmn imval bauca to be deaigjviitcd by the AlHcs and tlie 

United States and aie to lie completely disarmed and classed 
under the siipar vision of the Allies and the Unheal States. 
The military amiaiuerit «f <ill ships of the auxiUar>^ flCet shall 
be put on shore. All vessels designated to be interned shall 
be ready to leave the German ports seven days after the sign- 
ing of the armisrice. Directions for the voyage will Ik; given 
by wireless. 

Twenty- four — The Allies and the United Stales of Amer- 
ica shall have the right to sweep up all mine fields atid ob- 
structions laid by Germany outside Gemian territorial wa- 
ters, and the positions of these are to be indicated. 

Twenty-five — Fieedom of access to and from the Baltic 
to be given to the naval and mercantile marines of the 
allied and associated power*? To ^prtir^ tld-; thf* A11i#»'i ^tid 
the United States of America shall be empowered to occupy 
all German forts, fortifications, batteries, and defense works 
of all kinds in all the cntrnnccg from the Cattc^at into the 

Baltic, and to sweep up all mines and obstructions within and 
without Geirnati territorial watfirs, without any question of 



THE ARMISTICE 



457 



nentraltiy being raised, and the positions of all such mmeh 
and obstructions are to lie indicated. 

Twenty-six— The existing blockade conditions set up by 
the allied and associated powers arc to remain unchauiicd, 
and all German merchant ships found at sea arc to remain 
liable to capture. The Allies and the U.iited States should 
give consideration to the provisiomng of Germany du^iug 
the armistic-e to the extent recognized as necessary. 

Twenty-seveu^All naval aircraft are to be concentrated 
and immo1:>iUzed in German bases to lie spL^JAed by the AU.es 
and the United States of America. 

Twenty-cifjht— In evacuating the Belgian coast and ports 
Germany shall abandon in situ and in lact all pon and ny^^ 
navigation material, all merchant ships Lugs hghters a 
naval aeronautic apparatus, material and supplies, and alt 
arms, apparatus, and supplies of every kind. 

Twenty-nine— All lilack Sea ports are to be evactuted 
by Gcrmanv l all Russian war vessels of all descriptions seized 
by Germany iti the Black Sea are to be handed ov«ir tu 
the Allies and the United States of America; all neutra 
merchant vessels sei.ed are to be rei^itsed; all warlike and 
other materials of all kinds seized in those ports are to be 
returned and German materials as specified in Clause Twenty- 
tnght are to be aliandoned. ^ ^ i , 

Thirty— All merchant vessels in German hands tjeluog- 
injr to the allied and associated powers arc to l>e restored 
in ports to be specified by the Allies and the United States 
of America without reciprocdy. 

Thirty-one— No destruction of ships or of materials to 
be permitted before evacuation, surrender, or restoration. 
Thirty-two— The German Government will noufy the 
neutral Governments of the world, and particularly the Gov- 
ernments of Nonvay, Sweden, Denmark, and Holland, that 
all restrictions placed on the trading ol their vesscds with 
the allied and associated countries, whether by the German 
Gnvernment or by private German interests and whether 
in return for specific concessions, sticb as the export of 
shipbuilding materials, or not. are immediately cance ed^ 
Thirty-three— No transfers of German merchant ship- 
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ping of any description to any neutral flag are to take place 
after signature of the armistice. 

VI. — Duration of Armistice 

Thirty- four — ^The duration of the armistice is to be 
thirty days, with option to extend. During this period if 
its clauses are not carried into execution the armistice may 
he denounced by one of the contracting parties, which must 
give warning forty -eight hours in advance. Tt- is iinderstood 
that the execution of Articles 3 and 18 shall not warrant 
the denunciation of the armistice on the ground of insuf- 
ficient execution within a period fixed, except in the case 
of bad faith in carrying them into execution. In order to 
assure the execution of this convention under the best con- 
ditions, the principle of a permanent international armistice 
commission is admitted. This commission will act under 
the authority of the allied military and naval Commanders 
in Chief. 

Vn. — The Limit for Reply 

Thirty-five — This armistice to be accepted or refused by 
Geiiiiaiiy vviUiiii seventy-two hours of notification. 
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This armistice has been signed the Eleventh of November, 
Nineteen Eighteen, at 5 o'clock French time. 

F. FocH. 

R. E. Wemyss. 

Erzberger. 

A, Oberndorff. 

WiNTERFELDT. 

VON Salow. 

BY PRESIDENT WILSON 
Address to Congress after Announcing the Armistice 

The war thus comes to an end; for, having accepted 
these terms of armistice, it will be impossible for the German 
command to renew it. 

It is not now possible to assess the consequences of this 
great consummation. We know only that this tragical war, 



whose consuming flames swept from one nation to another 

until all the world was on fire, is at an end and that it was 
the privilege of our own people to enter it at its most critical 
juncture in such fashion and in such force as to contribute, 
in a way of which we are all deeply proud, to the great result. 
We know, too, that the object of the war is attamcd; the 
object upon which all free men had set their hearts ; and at- 
tained with a sweeping completeness which even now we do 
not realize. Armed imperialism snrb as the men conceived 
who were but yesterday the masters of Germany is at an 
end, its illicit ambitions engulfed in l>lack disaster. Who 
will now seek to revive it? 

The arbitrary power of the military caste of Germany, 
which once could secretly and of its own single choice dis- 
turb the peace of the world, is discredited and destroyed. 
And more than that— much more than tliat-ha.s been ac- 
complished. The great nations which associated themselves 
to destroy it have now definitely united in the common pur- 
pose to set up such a peace as will satisfy the longing of the 
whole world for disinterested justice, embodied m settlements 
whidi uie based upon oomethlng rnudi better and more last- 
ing than the selfish competitive interests of powerful States. 
There is no longer conjecture as to the objects the victors 
have in mind. They have a mind in the matter, not only, 
but a heart also. Their avowed and concerted purpose is 
to satisfy and protect the weak as well as to accord their 
JU.SL lights to the strong. . , . • r- 

The humane temper and intention of the victorious Gov- 
ernments have already been manifested in a very practical 
way Their representatives in the Snpreme War Council at 
Versailles have by unanimous resolution assured the peoples 
of the Central Empires that everything that is possible in 
the circumstances will be done to supply them with food 
and relieve the distressing want that is in so many places 
threatening their very lives; and steps are to be taken im- 
mediately to organize these efforts at relief in the same sys- 
tematic manner that they were organized in the case of Bel- 
gium. By the use of the idle tonnage of the Central Em- 
pires it ought presently to be possible to lift the fear of 
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utter misery from their oppressed populations and set their 
Tnin<Is and energies free for the great and ha/ardoiis tasks 
of political reconstruction which now face them on every 
hautl. Hunger does not breed reform; it Itreeds madness 
and all the ugjy distempers that make an ordered life im- 
possible. 

For with the fall of tlvc ancient Governments, which 
resteil hl-:e an incubus on the people of the Central Empires, 

has cotne political c.Iiang^ not inerwlyj Iml revolulitm ; and 

revohition which seems as yet to assuiHC no final and or- 
dered form, but to run froni one fluid change to another, until 

thouglitfiil men nr« forc«tl to tisk themEelves, With what 

Governments and of wdiat sort arc we about to deal in the 
making of the covenants of peace? 

With wliat aiitliorlty will tliejy meet us, cind With "wliat 

assurance that their authority will abide and sustaiti securely 
the international arrangemetits into which we are about to 

enter? TIi!*r« iy here matter for no sniaT;! aiiKiety and mis 

giving. When peace is made, upon wliose promises and 
engagements besides our own is it to rest ? 

Let UK 1>e perfectly frank with oiirGoVvcs atid admit that 

these questions cannot be satisfactorily answered now or 
at once. But the moral is not that there is little hope of an 
early an.'^wer that will suffice. It le only tliat we nuist be 
patient and helpful and mindful above all of the great hope 
and confidence that lie at the heart of what is taking place. 

KxceKtjeft accomplish nothtng. Unhappy Ruccia hao fur 

iiislied abundant recent proof of that. Disorder immedi- 
ately defeats itself. If exce.sses should occur, if disorder 
chonld for a timo raice Itc head, a. cobcr Gccond thought will 
follow and a day of constructive action, if we help and do 
not hinder. 

The present and all that it liokb belong to the nations 
and the peoples who preserve their self-control and the or- 
derly processes of their Governments; the future to those 
who prove thcmnclvca the trut: fricnda of mankind. To con- 

c[uer witli arms is to make only a temporary conquest; to 
confjuer the world by earning Its esteem is to make perma- 
nent conqucat, I am confident that the nations thnt have 



THE ARMISTICE 



43 ^ 



learned the discipline of freedom and that have settled with 
self-possession to its ordered practice are now about to make 
conquest of the world by the sheer power of example and 
ol friendly helpfulness. 

The peoples who have but just come out from under 
the yokc^ nf arbitrary government and who are now connng 
at last into their freedom will never find the treasures ot 
liberty Ibcy are in search of if they look for them by the 
UKht of tl.^. tnrrh. They will find that every pathway that 
is stained with the blood of their own brothers leads to 
the wilderness, not to the seat of their hope. They are ^ 
f^ce to far. with their initial test. We must hold the light 
steady until they find themselves. And in the "tea "tunc if 
it be possible, we must establish a peace that will justly de- 
fine their pl.ce ntn^ng the nations, r.movc al fear oi then 
neighbors and of their former masters and enable thcni 
to five in security atid contentment when they have set their 
own affair. In order. I, for one, do not doubt their p^^l^^^ 
or their capacity. There are some happy signs that they 
know and will choose the way of self-control and peacefu 
aecommod^tlon If they do. we shall put our aid at then 
disposal in every way that we can. If they do not, we nmst 
await with patience and sympathy the awakening and recov- 
ery that will assuredly come at last. 

The Presidents TJmtksgmng Proclamation of No- 
vember lyih 
It has long been our custom to turn in the autttmti of 
the year in praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God or 
Hi. many blessings and mercies to us as a nation ihi^ 
year we have .peeial and moving cause to 1^ grateful and 
\o rejoice. God has in His good pleasure given us peace. 
It hi nni rnme as a mere cessation of arms, a relief from 
the strain and tragedy of war. It has come as a great tri^ 
Zl ol Right, Complete victory has brought us, not peace 
akl, biu the confident promise of a new day as wcl i 
which justice shall replace force and jealous mtngtie among 
the nations. Our gallant armies have participated in a tri- 
umph whieh is not marred or stained by any purpose o£ 
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selfish aggresslou. In a righteous i;avise they have Twon im- 
mortai glory and have nobly served their nation in serving 
mankind. God has indeed been gracious. We have cause 
for such rejoicing as reviveii and ytreiigthens in us all the 
best traditions of our national history, A new day shines 
about us, In which our hearts take new courage and look 
forward with new hope to new and greater duties. 

While we render thanks for these things, let m not forget 
to seek the Divide guidance in the performance of those 
duties, and Divine mercy and forgiveness for all errors of 
act or purpose, and pray that in all that we do we shall 
strengthen the ties of friendship and mutual respect upon 
which we must assist to build the new structure of peace and 
good-will among the nations* 



